Annotating

Your sketchbook should clearly describe your journey, of both changing ideas and techniques, throughout the project.  You need to explain your work, as it progresses, so that anyone looking through your sketchbook will completely understand how your ideas develop into a final piece of work.

When annotating you are in effect ‘marking’ and making judgements on your own work - mini evaluations.  Be positive but try to identify areas for improvement.

You could design your annotations; on tissue paper, tracing paper or acetate over the work or on the opposite page with a colour wash over the text, or they can just be written jottings on each page.  Check your spelling.
Include these points:

· Where was the image taken from?  What was the starting point?  Direct observation or secondary observation (postcard, book, magazine etc).  Explain why you chose this particular image.  This will help put it in context.  Stick in book.

· What was the purpose of the piece, in relation to the rest of the project?  Mention techniques and how it may affect your intentions and ideas for your final outcome, how does it relate to the theme you are researching?

· Why is it successful/ unsuccessful?  Always look for good points as well as bad points.  Will you attempt it again to improve and develop your ideas/ techniques?  If it’s a second attempt how has it improved/ progressed?

· Unsuccessful work must be left in; these are marks for development.
Annotations are not just labels:  Explain and evaluate

Why? + How? + Where to next?

