ARTWORK ANALYSIS

Use the following questions to help you structure an essay about a painting, sculpture or print.  Write in sentences, use paragraphs and be as thorough as possible.

	Content
	(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)
	What is the title of the painting/ sculpture/ print and who was it painted/ made by?

When was it painted/ made and where?

What is the subject matter? (Describe what the painting/ sculpture is of).

Was it painted/ made from direct observation, memory, imagination or a combination?

Has it been painted/ made realistically or is there deliberate exaggeration, distortion or abstraction?  Why?

What is the painting’s/ sculpture’s message?  Are there any hidden meanings?

	Form
	(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)
	How is the work arranged?  (Background, middle ground, foreground).

What kind of colour scheme has been used?  (e.g. are colours harmonious or are they contrasting?  Does one colour predominate or are there many? Are they dull or bright?)

Is there one overall shape or a complex arrangement of shapes?

Are there any repeated lines, forms or rhythms?

How has texture been shown or used?

	Process
	(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)
	What media has been used?  (what materials, tools and techniques).

Through what stages might the artist have worked?  (Sketches, preparatory studies, photographs, maquettes, etc.)

How has the media been applied?  (Thickly, thinly, with a brush, palette knife, lots of visible brushstrokes or what?)

Was the work produced quickly or did it take a long time to do?

	Mood
	(16)

(17)

(18)

(19)

(20)

(21)
	Does the work affect you in any way?  Does it capture a mood or feeling or emotion?

What do you think the artist’s feelings were when producing it?

Is the work quiet/noisy, soothing/ disturbing, happy/sad etc?

What do you think the artist was trying to convey?

Do you like the painting/ artwork?  Give 3 reasons why/ why not.

Which aspects are relevant to your own work and how has looking at this work helped with your own?


